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from the mode of assessment than from the value! That
artificial vice which, before the last reign, was unknown
in your kingdom, the vice of illicit trade, which makes
deceit the basis of commerce, depraves the manners,
and inspires a general contempt for the laws, then
would disappear. To the regions of hell itself would
then be banished the infernal power which your
predecessor conferred on the administrators of excise
duties and tolls, of arbitrarily increasing the penalties
and punishments inflicted on smugglers.

3. You will firmly and invariably determine on the
system of favoring, by every possible means, the TRANSIT
TRADE,* which must find new roads should foreigners
longer be vexed; or rather, has already found new roads.
The impositions and minute examinations, which are oc-
casioned by the manner of levying duties on this trade,
and the fatal vigilance that has been employed not to
suffer contraband goods to find entrance at the fair of
Frankfort on the Oder, has produced this fatal effect,
that the Poles, who formerly carried on a very consid-
erable trade at Frankfort and at Breslau, at present to-
tally avoid both places, and condemn themselves to a
circuit of near a hundred German miles f through a great
part of Poland, Moravia, and Bohemia, that they may
arrive at Leipsic; for which reason this last city, which
is much less favorably situated than Frankfort on the
Oder, where there is a great river, has within these
fifteen years become flourishing; while the former, from
the same cause, has fallen to decay; which decay con-
tinues increasing, and that at the very moment when the
revolution in America threatens the North with so pow-
erful a rivalship. Profit, SIRE, by the last stage in which
perhaps, the transit trade can be an object of any im-
portance. Favor it by taking off the chief of the duties
which shackle it at present, and impart a confidence be-
fitting of your candor and generous benevolence. How
might you find a more fortunate moment in which to

*The passage of foreign goods through the Prussian States into
other countries.

fThe German mile is irregular. It contains from four to five, six,
seven, and even more miles English.                                            ]
